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ABSTRACT

The continuous increase in moral decadence among Nigerian youths has raised serious concerns in recent times.
Examination malpractice, internet fraud, money rituals, social vices, dishonesty, laziness, political and economic fraud are
now the order of the day in some Nigerian primary schools. This is due to a lackadaisical attitude toward the teaching of
national values in Nigerian primary schools. Shortage of funds, inadequately trained teachers, political instability, and
the failure of supporting social organizations in upholding the teachings of national values in primary schools were also
identified as challenges facing the implementation of national values in primary schools in Nigeria. If all these should
persist, it may lead to the complete loss of national values in primary education and an unhealthy foundation. Nevertheless,
this paper is a call for the restoration of national values in primary education in Nigeria to attain national integrity. A
conceptual framework on the reinstatement of national values in primary education in Nigeria was designed to explain the
interconnectivity between national values, primary education in Nigeria, and national integrity. For the sake of clarity, the
study is grounded in Bertalanffy’s System Theory of 1968 that explains Nigerian primary school as a sub-system working
towards the attainment of national integrity (Big System) through reinstatement of national values.

Keywords: National Values; Primary Education in Nigeria; National Integrity; Reinstatement; Bertalanffy’s System Theory

*CORRESPONDING AUTHOR:

Iyanuoluwa Samuel Adelakun, Department of Educational Management and Business Studies, Federal University Oye-Ekiti, Oye-Ekiti 360101,
Nigeria; Email: adelakuniyanuoluwasamuel@gmail.com or iyanuoluwa.adelakun@fuoye.edu.ng

ARTICLE INFO

Received: 7 October 2025 | Revised: 28 November 2025 | Accepted: 5 December 2025 | Published Online: 12 December 2025
DOT: https://doi.org/10.63385/ipt.v2i1.309

CITATION

Adelakun, I.S., Olorunsola, E.O., 2026. Reinstatement of National Values in Primary Education in Nigeria: A Better Way to Attain National Integrity.
Innovations in Pedagogy and Technology. 2(1): 14-23. DOI: https://doi.org/10.63385/ipt.v2i1.309

COPYRIGHT

Copyright © 2025 by the author(s). Published by Nature and Information Engineering Publishing Sdn. Bhd. This is an open access article under the
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

14


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3361-4354
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0573-8517

Innovations in Pedagogy and Technology | Volume 02 | Issue 01 | March 2026

1. Introduction

The word value remains an important concept to any
individual or group. Value is the worth or significance of
anything, an individual, or a group. The existence of any
community is based on its way of life, that what they value
in their culture. Every society has its own culture (organi-
zational culture), which makes such a society unique from
another, and the culture is passed on to the upcoming gener-
ation. A society that is not concerned with value retention
might struggle to fit into the developing world, and such a
society may lack recognition in the outside world. Values
serve as an overall guide to action, which is gained from
induction into the ways of life of a community into an indi-
vidual over time. Values and human life cannot be separated
because humans are rational and thinking beings to consider
good or bad matters!!].

Values are considered in making a final decision or
judgment that has to do with human vision to achieve hap-
piness and sustainable development. Value is the instigator
for human actions. Values are seen as beliefs and standards
that are essential to an individual or a group, which influence
their behavior in a particular way?. For example, in Nigeria,
national values are viewed as young individuals respecting
elders, speaking the truth always, studying hard to become a
useful and acceptable member of society; self-control, being
humane, helping others, humility, and moderation, love not
being wasteful, integrity, patriotism, being kind, hard work,
and being punctual at any gatherings. All these values are
what children learnt from their first school, which is home.
Whatever foundation the home sets is what the school builds
upon. The values are impressed by parents into their chil-
dren in African culture. Africans, particularly the Yoruba
tribe, hold values in high esteem and do not joke with them.
They frown at children who resist these values, and they are
punished for such resistance. The Africans passed the values
from one generation to another, and they see it as a legacy
that they should pass to their children. Value differs from
culture to culture; the Yoruba girl/boy kneels or prostrates to
greet elders, while this is absurd in Igbo culture.

Organizations with higher levels of cultural preserva-
tion can survive over a long period of time; furthermore, it is
suggested that inculcation and induction of young ones into

the ways of life of any organization can help in developing

knowledge, potentials, and skills needed to support the exis-
tence of the human race on the surface of the earthl. The
type of knowledge and value transferred to an individual may
influence their decisions in life. There is a need to transfer
the existing values from an experienced individual to a rela-
tively inexperienced person. This is expressed as mentoring
in an organization, which is an important leadership skill
needed to manage and motivate people. It is an important
method to help others learn, grow, and become more relevant
in their line of duties.

National values are set standards and principles of good
behaviour, attitudes exhibited by an individual or groups in
society. National values represent the dominant worth upheld
throughout the common cultural experience of any nation in
the world. It is a mutual acquaintance needed by any nation
to succeed. National values serve as a guide to the ways of
life, conduct, judgments, choices, and relationships. In Nige-
ria, several measures have been put in place to incorporate
Nigerian children into the ways of life of the country. The
measures focus on building of a child to become a useful and
acceptable member of the society. There is a crucial stage
in the growth, development, and fortification of a child’s
character; this formative stage aids the sustenance of a child
in life endevours.

The Nigerian primary education curriculum focuses
mainly on the cultivation of a child to fit into the national
values of the country. These. values are on a general phase
and also limited to each culture and regions!®). The guide
to national values was first introduced by Nigerian Educa-
tional Research and Development Council (NERDC) in 2013,
where the curriculum was set to capture the said national val-
ues, and the enforcement of such was encouraged. Basically,
the inculcation of national values at the primary school level
is embedded in teaching subjects such as English language,
civic education, social studies, and Christian religious stud-
ies/Islamic religion studies. Primary education in Nigeria
is to majorly inculcate values such as honesty, compassion,
tolerance, courage, and truthfulness into a child to ensure a
balanced living and positive human values for a better society
at largel].

In a research conducted to examine the effectiveness of
implementing national values curriculum in primary school
level in Oyo State, Nigeria, it was observed that teaching na-

tional values can help a growing child to be able to know the
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required standard expected of him in society and it was then
recommended that teachers and school heads are to be more
familiar with the curriculum content for them to know the
best method of inculcating national values into children in
their schools . There is a need for investing in high premium
on value-based education in Nigeria, where subjects such as
social studies, civic education, and related subjects would be
taught!”). National values should also be incorporated into
teachers’ training curriculum to ensure that national values are
imbibed in them even before becoming a certified teacher to
teach in class!®). National values are like the driving force for

the activities of individuals and lifestyle .

2. Primary Education in Nigeria

Primary education is established to promote the socio-
physical and mental abilities of the children between the
ages of 6-11 years!'%). The level of education is designed
to inculcate a permanent literacy into learners who are rel-
atively inexperienced in the ways of life, culture, societal
expectations, and nationalism. A child between ages of 611
is expected to be subjected to compulsory six years pedagogy
for such to be able to read, write, and communicate in simple
English as an official language of the country and also for
such a child to be inducted into the national ways of life
expected of him to live.

Specifically, the goals of primary education in Nigeria,

10]

as indicated by the national policy on education!!%, are to:

1. inculcate permanent literacy, numeracy, and the ability
to communicate effectively.
lay a sound basis for scientific and reflective thinking.

3.  give citizenship education as a basis for effective par-
ticipation in and contribution to the life of the society.

4. mould the character and develop sound attitude and
morals in the child’s changing environment.

5. give the child opportunities for developing manipu-
lative skills that will enable the child to function ef-
fectively in the society within the limits of the child’s
capacity.

6.  provide the child with basic tools for further educa-
tional advancement, including preparation for trade

and crafts of the locality.

It is worth noting that these set goals couldn’t have

been achieved over the years without the interference of a
well-structured curriculum for primary education that cap-
tures the need for inclusion to teach national values. Primary
education in Nigeria serves as an agent of socializing the
younger generation towards acquiring their expected ways
of living!"!l. The school, on a general note, helps to pre-
serve and transmit the cultural values of the society at large
from one generation to another. Primary school is a feeder
to secondary school; if these values are lacking at this stage,
it will definitely affect education at the secondary school.
Once the foundation is faulty at this stage, the whole body
will be defective. Hence, there is a need to lay a solid foun-
dation for the children in primary school to embrace and
respect societal values for sustaining education development

in Nigeria.

3. Roles of National Values in Attain-
ing Primary Education Goals and
National Integrity in Nigeria

As established above, national values are remains sig-
nificant in the achievement of primary education goals and
national integrity in Nigeria. National values is a source of
provision of moral and civic foundation for pupils. National
values are avenues for instilling values like integrity, honesty,
and patriotism, thereby shaping the character of an individ-
ual, which on the later can help in building a just, united, and
self-reliant nation!?!,

Roles in Attaining Primary Education Goals

(1)  Moulding Character and Morality: Primary school is
an essential and critical educational level that can aid
personality development in a child; primary schools
then act as an avenue for moulding a child’s morality,
potentials, and character through incorporation and

taught of national values['3].

(2)  Inculcating Civic Duty: Continuous exposure to na-
tional values is capable of helping a child to un-
derstand his/her fundamental rights and civil duties,
which are key objectives of primary education in Nige-
rial!],

(3) Foundation for National Goals: National values’ ed-

ucation helps achieve the national goals of Nigeria,

such as building a free and democratic, just, and egal-
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2)
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2)

)

itarian society'4].

Promoting Good Citizenship: Teaching National val-
ues in Primary schools helps in the development of
values like hard work, honesty, selflessness, tolerance,
and a high sense of responsibility, which are essentials
of a good citizen!3],

Roles in Attaining National Integrity

Overcoming Negative Values: Teaching national val-
ues on a continuous pace can help in addressing and
combating the continuous increase in negative values
like ethnic and religious intolerance, corruption, and
insecurity that is threatening national unity '3,
Building a Collective Identity: By teaching national
values and norms in primary schools, a collective
identity can be created that is capable of strengthen-
ing national integration, and helping Nigerians to feel
a sense of belonging in the society!!3.

Promoting National Consciousness: National val-
ues’ education in primary schools imbibe into pupils
that spirit of national consciousness and patriotism,
thereby encouraging them to prioritize the nation’s
interest over narrow and shallow interests['¢].
Fostering National Unity: Restatement of national
values into the Nigerian primary education curricu-
lum can help in building a spirit of unity by teaching
pupils to respect the rights and values of others and

also to embrace unity in diversity['¢l.

Operational Mechanism of Rein-
statement of National Values in Pri-
mary Education in Nigeria

Curriculum Integration: National values can be rein-
tegrated into both the formal curriculum and extra-
curricular activities in primary schools aimed at
achieving national integrity.

Teacher’s Role: Primary education teachers are to
be trained and equipped to instil national values into
pupils for them to be useful and relevant to the suste-
nance of national integrity of the country.
Foundation for All Education: National values pro-
vide the foundation for all other levels of education,
to ensure it is not just about knowledge, literacy and

skills, but also about developing upright and morally
sound individuals that is capable of solving rising
problems in society and also capable of upholding the

national integrity of the country.

5. Theoretical Underpinning

Bertalanffy System Theory

For the sake of clarity, this study is grounded in Berta-
lanffy’s System Theory of 1968. The theory emphasizes on
viewing any organization or sector of the economy as a sys-
tem, whose behaviour is a result of the relationships between
its components. The components are seen as sub-systems.
The theory further identified a system as an arrangement

with four things, namely:

(1)  Characterized with objects, elements, parts, or vari-
ables which can be in physical, abstract forms, or even
both, depending on the nature of the system.

(2)  System consists of attributes, qualities, or characteris-
tics and its objects.

(3) System is characterized by internal relationships
among its variables or objects.

(4)  Every system is an entity in an environment!!”].

With these, it can be said that a system is a set of
interconnected and interdependent entities that depend on
themselves within a context of an environment to form a
larger outline aimed at achieving a set goal!'8]. The basic
systems prototype of organizational analysis features the
continual stages of input, processing, and output!'8]. Two
system characteristics are comprehensiveness and interde-
pendence, which make the entire system the brain box of
all parts of a larger system. Other characteristics include
correlations, perceiving causes, power, authority, hierarchy,
rules, supra-systems and subsystems, goals, environment,
inputs, outputs, and all other relevant components. A system
is the interconnectivity of more than one supra-system to
form a super-system.

Bertalanffy System Theory is deemed fit for the study
because it emphasizes on ensuring all needed components
of the national integrity and development are in good shape,
quantity, quality; working together towards the attainment
of the aims, goals, and objectives of the national integrity.

National integrity in Nigeria is seen as a larger system every
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sector is working towards to present Nigeria as a country
with a good reputation that is fulfilling its purpose in the
sustainable socio-economic development of the world. The
continuous use of national values in the primary education in
Nigeria is one of the needed ways to attain National integrity.
National values are a sub-system of the whole system aiming
at national integrity which the absence of which can affect
the smooth attainment of National integrity.

Primary education is a basic and foundational level
of the Nigerian education system; this level of education
ensures every child is grounded in the areas of reading, writ-
ing, speaking, identifying basic concepts of the economy,
and learning the basic national values for such an individual
to be a useful and relevant member of the society. If this
level, which is a sub-system of the whole system of educa-
tion in Nigeria fails to incorporate its expected functions,
the whole educational sector may collapse, thereby making
the sector an incomplete system. Reinstatement and contin-
uous propagation of the national values in primary schools
in Nigeria will surely make the educational system a com-
plete one capable of maintaining the national integrity of
the country among her counterparts all over the world. As
expressed in the Figure 1 below, there is an interconnectivity
and interdependence between national values, primary edu-
cation in Nigeria, and national integrity, where each has to

be dependent on the other to be able to perform effectively.

A————————————— >
NATIONAL v
VALUES |—> NIGERIAN
- PRIMARY
EDUCATION NATIONAL [~

INTEGRITY

Figure 1. Conceptual Framework on Reinstatement of National
Values in Primary Education in Nigeria.

Figure 1 above is a model with four boxes. The first
box reveals national values as the system that is reintroduced
into the Nigerian Primary Education System. The second
box shows the Nigerian Primary Education system as the
receiver of national values for it to be productive in pro-
ducing individual or groups of pupils capable of upholding
the national integrity of Nigeria. The third box reveals na-

tional integrity which is the possible outcomes that can be
achieved by reinstatement of national values into the Nige-
rian primary education system. The feedback is essential in
the model because it’s an indicator for proper planning and
implementation of National values in the Nigerian primary

education.

6. Challenges of Reinstatement of Na-
tional Values in Primary Education
in Nigeria

As good as the national values are, the inclusion, incul-
cation, and development of them in the primary education
system in Nigeria seem to be confronted with a lot of chal-
lenges. Evidences are seen in form of examination malprac-
tices, internet frauds (cutting corners, internet frauds, and
money rituals), social vices, dishonesty, arrogance, disobedi-
ence, laziness, and many more, which are now the order of
the day in some primary schools in Nigeria.

The following were identified as challenges to the rein-

statement of national values in Primary Education in Nigeria:

6.1. Insufficient Funds

Funds are needed for the successful implementation of
curriculum-based policies. National value policies indicated
in the primary curriculum of primary schools in Nigeria can
only be implemented when there are enough funds to pro-
cure needed facilities, payment of staff, establishment of
schools, training, and retraining of primary education staff
towards the attainment of national values and maintenance
services. Policies on the implementation of national values
in primary education in Nigeria appear not to have been easy
to actualize over the years due to inadequate allocation of
funds to the educational sector at large. Inadequate funding
has affected the inculcation of national values in Nigerian
primary schools!!']. Over the years, the annual budget allo-
cation for primary education in Nigeria seems to be grossly
inadequate, as it is evident in the imbalances in the allocation
of the required annual 26% of the national annual budget rec-
ommended by UNESCO. The recent allocated percentage of
the national budget for 2023 was 5.14% of the National bud-
get, which was against the recommended 26% by UNESCO;

insufficient funding is the most prominent challenge to the
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management of Nigerian primary education?% 211, The high-
est allocation ever recorded was in 2006 with 10.43%, far
less than half of the recommended 26%. If this practice per-
sists in the education sector, poor-quality primary education
in Nigeria may not be averted soon??l. Continuous existence
of insufficient funds in the educational sector will definitely
affect the implementation of the national values curriculum
in primary school, which will on the long run, lead to moral

decadence and a reduction in the national integrity.

6.2. Inadequately Trained Teachers

Shortage of trained teachers needed for the implemen-
tation of curriculum capturing the national values in primary
schools in Nigeria may pose a serious challenge to the trans-
fer of needed national values to generations to come. Teach-
ers are the major instruments needed in implementation of set
goals and objectives of education. In fact, teachers as seen
as builders who ensure adequate production of a complete
human sound in knowledge and understanding who can sur-
vive in the dynamic economy of the world. Teachers serve as
channels through which national values are inculcated into
relatively inexperienced learners. Unfortunately, it appears
there is shortage of trained teachers in the primary education
sector; the available seem to be less informed about the im-
portance attached to the implementation of national values in
primary education. This challenge seems to be a result of the
negative influence of politics where teachers are employed
based on connections they have with top officials in politics.
In fact, in some cases, graduates without a background in
teacher education are employed to teach at primary schools.
In the long run, the dominant of this unfortunate development
affects the production of sound primary school leavers.

The Nigerian education system is currently under-
staffed at all levels; some experienced teachers were said
to have retired, resigned, died, while others with prevalent
japa syndrome have left in search of better opportunities
without being replaced with new ones, which has harshly
increased the workload on the remaining ones!?3!. Teach-
ers in primary schools are grossly inadequate compared
to the population explosion from the enrollment of pupils
in primary schools in Nigeria; some available teachers in
primary schools cannot display professionalism in teaching
the expected national values and skills®?*. Over 90% of

Nigerian school going children go to the public schools that

lack the capacity to engage or retain qualified teachers, and
the available ones are driven away by horrible conditions
of service and poor welfare packages such as accommoda-
tion, transportation, health insurance, and many more[?%).
The continuous existence of shortage of needed teachers
can lead to decrease in the implementation of national val-
ues in primary education in Nigeria which on the long run
may affect the national integrity of the country among her

counterparts in the world.

6.3. Inadequate Cooperation from Related So-
cial Agencies

There are other supporting social agencies aside the
school that are engaged in upholding the teachings of na-
tional values to primary pupils in Nigeria. Religious agen-
cies and community groups that engage in ensuring that a
child is well developed towards the cultural ways of life of
the country are no longer encouraged and they hardly exist.
Unfortunately, it appears some of these supporting agencies
are not encouraged and gradually phased out of existence.
The joint responsibility of upbringing child in a community is
now drifting to extinction as a result of so-called civilization
where everybody maintains a nuclear family and not living
in an extended family structure and they now mind their
businesses. Churches and mosques appear not to be teaching
the deep national values, while community groups such as
Council of Elders Forum tell stories with moral lessons to
learn from (e.g., the moonlight stories are shifting their at-
tention away from the proper inculcation of national values
into younger ones). In the time past, the way people lived
in an extended family system and brought up their children
was a joint responsibility, but now there are more nuclear
families that extended; the avenue for a child to be exposed
to the teachings of societal values is now being narrowed to a
nuclear one. Everybody appears to be busy with acquisition
of wealth, and the mentality has been imbibed by a larger
percentage of youth in the society. This is evident in the con-
tinuous increase in internet fraud, money rituals, and other
dubious means of acquiring wealth among youths in Nigeria.
A phrase in pidgin English arose among the school-going
age students in Nigeria in late 2020 as (School na Scam), i.e.,
going to school is a scam, and that education is no longer the
key to success in life). A child who grows up in a society

with this erroneous mentality may never see any reason to
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subject himself to learning the values of the society. These
developments may lead to derailing from implementing the
national values into primary school pupils.

6.4. Political and Economic Fraud

Continuous rise in the rate of political and economic
fraud in Nigeria have affected a lot of things about national
development, values, and integrity. Politicians embezzling
and looting national treasury (in most cases, the perpetra-
tor goes scot-free) have posed a bad mentality into primary
school pupils as their parents discuss the evil practices at
home %), Corruption is apparent in the Nigerian education
system in the form of bribery, embezzlement, money launder-
ing, and misappropriation of funds, falsification of records,
non-remittance of tax and collected dues, inflation of con-
tracts, and even ghost workers syndrome, as the case may be,
which has caused great pain in the national development?7].
A case study of July 20, 2020 probes into the Niger Delta
region of Nigeria as recorded that the scholarships and bur-
saries available for indigenous people from crude oil extrac-
tion regions to support them in acquiring standard education,
at home and abroad, were poorly managed by the personnel
of the commission, thereby leading to the underfunding of
students with scholarships under the scheme 28],

Some of the pupils may even see it as the norm,
whereby they can confidently say they want to become politi-
cians when they grow up. There are cases of misappropri-
ation of funds allocated to education, for which in the long
run, nothing serious was done to check them. On the 18" of
February 2018, Vanguard Newspaper reported the news of
how a snake swallowed 36 million naira in Jamb office 1.
Also case of a monkey that swallowed 70 million naira in
a farm, respectively®”). One would ask why animals are
now so powerful and capable of swallowing money meant
for the welfare of humans. This shows how weak the justice
section of the country is. A child that listens to such news
may believe and develop a mentality that he can mismanage
funds meant for the masses and lie that animals swallowed it.
This is totally against the attribute embedded in the national
values of the country. A child with such mentality may be
difficult to be convinced in school that there is something
called honesty and if such a child should have access into the
economy, he will definite be a nuisance in the society which

may affect the national integrity of the country.

6.5. Political Instability

A lot of things usually change when there is a change
in power, policies, appointments, allocation of resources, etc.
Political instability has affected a lot of policies that have
to do with primary education and national values in Nigeria.
This is because every government has its own vision and
agenda to ensure pleasing the citizens. So, when they assume
office in most cases, they abolish existing policies and ideas,
and create another one. There is no continuity in most cases,
and this may affect the sustenance of some policies. In fact,
inculcation of national values in primary schools also suf-
fers when there is change in power; what seems right to an
administration may be wrong to another one. In most cases,
governments come into power to abandon existing policies
of previous administrations and in the end leads to poor im-
plementation of policies on Nigerian education. The federal
government in 2013 announced plans to create six regional
mega-universities that have the capacity to admit 150,000 to
200,000 students in each®!1. Unfortunately, this blueprint
went into extinction when another government came into
power in 2015. The implication of this is that Nigeria is
not giving educational plans enough time to mature before
they are even terminated. The success of policies cannot be
determined until their implementation is complete and an
evaluation is done accordingly.

Politics and frequent changes in government can pre-
vent the proper implementation of the National Policy on
Education®?!. Political instability can lead to a change of
ministers, policy makers, commissioners, and some person-
nel of education, which in turn leads to policies’ instability.
One can be sure that once there is a change in power, there
will be a change in education personnel, policies, and stan-
dards of education, thereby making it difficult to implement
the policies for a long period of time. Unhealthy politics
lead to removal of subjects that could inculcate moral val-
ues into the pupils from the curriculum. Subjects such
as religious studies were removed and replaced by social
studies, security education, and civic education. Primary
education suffers unnecessary changes in curriculum, be-
cause every incoming administration would like to effect
a change whether positive or negative, which in the long
run affects the coping mechanism of children in school [*3].
When this continues, it likely impacts the implementation

of national values into the curriculum of primary education

20



Innovations in Pedagogy and Technology | Volume 02 | Issue 01 | March 2026

in Nigeria.

7. Conclusions

It can be concluded that national values play a vital role
in shaping a child to be a good and acceptable member of
the larger society and should be taught in Nigerian primary
schools to prevent a child from moral decadence and from
becoming irrelevant to the socioeconomic development of
the country and the world at large. Primary education is seen
as a sub-system of the whole educational system that can
be used to incorporate national values capable of upholding
the national integrity of Nigeria as a country. Despite this,
the review identified some challenges facing the easy im-
plementation of national values in primary education, such
as broken homes or parents’ negligence attitude, shortage
of funds, shortage of trained teacher to implement national
values in primary schools, political interference which leads
to misappropriation of funds, and inconsistency of national
values and have affected the attainment of national integrity

of the nation Nigeria.

7.1. Suggestions

Drawing inferences from the above discussion, it is
then suggested that the government, concerned personnel,
agencies, parents, teachers, community groups, religious or-
ganizations, and relevant agencies should wake up to the task
of upholding sustainable implementation of national values
into the curriculum of the primary education system. Needed
funds should be released to the sector as due to aid the easy
implementation of national values. Adequately trained teach-
ers should be employed to implement national values into
primary school children, and everyone should endeavour to
live right to be well emulated. With this, Nigeria will be a
country free from moral decadence, which we have all been
dreaming of. A well-trained child is a well-trained nation.
Nigeria will be great again and claim its national integrity
among its counterparts in the world at large. If national
values are given high priority in the schools by restoring
religious studies and other subjects that could help a child
to be morally sound, they should be restored in the primary
school curriculum. Parents should endeavour to see to the
proper training of their children by inculcating the necessary
values in them. With this, the Nigerian education system

will be able to maintain its position in aiding the national

integrity of the country.

7.2. Research Gap

It was established that teaching national values in pri-
mary schools is capable of shaping a child towards living as
a useful and acceptable member of the society without being
a liability to the socioeconomic development of the country.
Unfortunately, it was discovered that there are challenges
facing adequate implementation of national values in primary
education in Nigeria. Challenges such as insufficient funds,
inadequately trained primary school teachers, inadequate
cooperation from related social agencies, politics, economic
fraud and political instability were identified as hinderances
towards the adequate implementation of national values in
Nigerian primary schools. This study then calls for restora-
tion of national values aimed at attaining national integrity
in primary schools in Nigeria.

Author Contributions

Conceptualization, review, editing, and supervision,
E.O.O.; writing original draft preparation, and visualization,
I.S.A. All authors have read and agreed to the published

version of the manuscript.

Funding

This work received no external funding.

Institutional Review Board Statement

Not applicable.

Informed Consent Statement

Not applicable.

Data Availability Statement

Not applicable.

Conflicts of Interest

The authors declare no conflict of interest.

21



Innovations in Pedagogy and Technology | Volume 02 | Issue 01 | March 2026

References

(1]

(6]

Ohwovorione, P.A., 2023. A critical analysis of west-
ern education and the Urhobo traditional moral val-
ues [Master’s Thesis]. Delta State University: Abraka,
Nigeria.

Osalusi, F.M., Ajayi, A.O., 2021. Nigerian national
values: what are they and who are their custodians?
Nigerian Journal of Social Studies. 24(1), 287-302.
Available from: https://njss.org.ng/publications/vol x
xiv_1 april 2021/nigerian_national value what are
_they and who_are their custodians.pdf

DeLong, D.W., 2004. Lost knowledge: Confronting the
threat of an aging workforce. Oxford University Press:
Oxford, UK. Available from: https://www.academia.e
du/3817213/Lost Knowledge Confronting the Threa
t of an_AgingWorkforce by David W_DeLong
Olorunsola, E.O., 2012. Job performance and gender
factors of administrative staff in SouthWest, Nigerian
Universities. Journal of International Education Re-
search. 8(1), 49-53. DOI: https://doi.org/10.19030/ji
er.v8il.6695

Aggarawal, T.C., 2002. Theory and practice of Educa-
tion. Philosophical and Sociological bases of Education.
VIKAS Publishing House PVT Ltd: New Delhi, India.
Available from: https://philpapers.org/rec/ AGGPAS
Yayi, T.O., Abilagbo, J.A., 2020. Effectiveness of na-
tional values curriculum implementation at the basic
school level in Ogbomoso, Oyo State, Nigeria. Nige-
rian Journal of Social Studies. 20(2), 197-209. Avail-
able from: https://www.njss.org.ng/publications/vol
_xxiii_oct 2020/effectiveness of national values cur
riculum_implementation.pdf

Ikwumelu, S.N., MbangEkpo, B., Ogene, A.O., 2015.
Social studies education and the need for value-based
education in Nigeria. British Journal of Education. 3(11),
63—74. Available from: https://www.eajournals.org/w
p-content/uploads/Social-Studies-Education-and-the
-Need-for-Value-Based-Education-in-Nigeria.pdf
Akpan, V.I., Charity, O.0., 2018. Upholding national
values to enhance community development through
the universal basic education curriculum. International
Journal of Education and Research. 6(3), 121-132.
Available from: https://www.ijern.com/journal/
2018/March-2018/14.pdf

Akpan, V.I., Udodirim, A.I., Ikechukwu, B., et al., 2020.
Social Constructivism: implications on teaching and
learning. British Journal of Education. 8(8), 49-56.
Available from: https://www.eajournals.org/wp-conte
nt/uploads/Social-Constructivism.pdf

Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2004. National Policy on
Education, 4th ed. Nigeria Education Research and De-
velopment Council (NERDC): Yaba, Nigeria. Available
from: https://www.scribd.com/document/549495834/
National-Policy-on-Education

22

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[17]

(18]

[19]

[20]

(21]

Comfort, R.E., Usen, F.M., Ekpenyong. E.E., 2013. Pri-
mary education as a foundation for qualitative higher
education in nigeria. Journal of Education and Learn-
ing. 2(2), 155-164. Available from: https://www.ccse
net.org/journal/index.php/jel/article/view/24761
Nucci, L., Narvaez, D., Krettenauer, T., 2008. Handbook
of Moral and Character Education. Routledge: New
York, NY, USA. Available from: http://www.daneshna
mehicsa.ir/userfiles/files/1/13-%20Handbook%200{%
20moral%20and%?20character%20education.pdf
Abdulhamitovna, S.H., Umidbek kizi, O.M., 2025. De-
veloping the speech of primary school pupils through
the folklore. Journal of Innovations in Pedagogy and
Educational Advancements. 1(4), 94-96. Available
from: https://brightmindpublishing.com/index.p
hp/ev/article/view/416

Osinbajo, Y., 2020. Nigeria Leadership Initiative We-
binar Series Themed: Rebuilding Our National Val-
ues System On 03/10/2020. Available from: https:
/lwww.yemiosinbajo.ng/nigeria-leadership-initiativ
e-webinar-series-themed-rebuilding-our-national-val
ues-system-on-03-10-2020/

Ndu, G.U.,, 2021. Repositioning national value educa-
tion system as an instrument per excellence in curbing
the upsurge in youth restiveness in Nigeria. Nigerian
Journal of Social Studies. 24(2), 138—151. Available
from: https://www.njss.org.ng/publications/vol xxi
v_2 oct 2021/repositioning_national value educati
on_system_as_an_instrument per excellence.pdf
Agbo, C.N., Onah, C.G., Ogenyi, P.N., 2025. Inculcat-
ing the right attitudes to life among Nigerian youths:
The need for social studies curriculum review. African
Journal of Science, Technology and Mathematics Edu-
cation. 11(2), 183—188. Available from: https:/www.
ajstme.com.ng/admin/img/paper/Paper%2021.pdf
Bertalanffy, L.V., 1968. General System Theory: Foun-
dations, Development, Applications. George Braziller:
New York, NY, USA. Available from: https://monosk
op.org/File:Von Bertalanffy Ludwig_General Syste
m_Theory 1968.pdf

Infante, D.A., Rancer, A.S., Womack, D.F., 1997.
Building Communication Theory. Waveland Press:
Prospect Heights, IL, USA.

Ogunode, N.J., 2020. Administration of public uni-
versities in Nigeria: Problems and solutions. Jour-
nal Sinestesia. 10(2), 86—96. Available from: https:
//sinestesia.pustaka.my.id/journal/article/view/55
Adesua, V.O., Adelakun, 1.S., 2024. Challenges of
policy implementation in Nigerian university system:
ways out. African Journal of Studies in Education.
18(2), 60-72.

Adelakun, 1.S., Adebimpe, M.A., 2021. Managing sec-
ondary schools for qualitative and functional education
in the covid19 era in Nigeria; challenges and way for-
ward. In Book of Readings on Quality and Functional


https://njss.org.ng/publications/vol_xxiv_1_april_2021/nigerian_national_value_what_are_they_and_who_are_their_custodians.pdf
https://njss.org.ng/publications/vol_xxiv_1_april_2021/nigerian_national_value_what_are_they_and_who_are_their_custodians.pdf
https://njss.org.ng/publications/vol_xxiv_1_april_2021/nigerian_national_value_what_are_they_and_who_are_their_custodians.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/3817213/Lost_Knowledge_Confronting_the_Threat_of_an_AgingWorkforce_by_David_W_DeLong
https://www.academia.edu/3817213/Lost_Knowledge_Confronting_the_Threat_of_an_AgingWorkforce_by_David_W_DeLong
https://www.academia.edu/3817213/Lost_Knowledge_Confronting_the_Threat_of_an_AgingWorkforce_by_David_W_DeLong
https://doi.org/10.19030/jier.v8i1.6695
https://doi.org/10.19030/jier.v8i1.6695
https://philpapers.org/rec/AGGPAS
https://www.njss.org.ng/publications/vol_xxiii_oct_2020/effectiveness_of_national_values_curriculum_implementation.pdf
https://www.njss.org.ng/publications/vol_xxiii_oct_2020/effectiveness_of_national_values_curriculum_implementation.pdf
https://www.njss.org.ng/publications/vol_xxiii_oct_2020/effectiveness_of_national_values_curriculum_implementation.pdf
https://www.eajournals.org/wp-content/uploads/Social-Studies-Education-and-the-Need-for-Value-Based-Education-in-Nigeria.pdf
https://www.eajournals.org/wp-content/uploads/Social-Studies-Education-and-the-Need-for-Value-Based-Education-in-Nigeria.pdf
https://www.eajournals.org/wp-content/uploads/Social-Studies-Education-and-the-Need-for-Value-Based-Education-in-Nigeria.pdf
https://www.ijern.com/journal/2018/March-2018/14.pdf
https://www.ijern.com/journal/2018/March-2018/14.pdf
https://www.eajournals.org/wp-content/uploads/Social-Constructivism.pdf
https://www.eajournals.org/wp-content/uploads/Social-Constructivism.pdf
https://www.scribd.com/document/549495834/National-Policy-on-Education
https://www.scribd.com/document/549495834/National-Policy-on-Education
https://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/jel/article/view/24761
https://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/jel/article/view/24761
http://www.daneshnamehicsa.ir/userfiles/files/1/13-%20Handbook%20of%20moral%20and%20character%20education.pdf
http://www.daneshnamehicsa.ir/userfiles/files/1/13-%20Handbook%20of%20moral%20and%20character%20education.pdf
http://www.daneshnamehicsa.ir/userfiles/files/1/13-%20Handbook%20of%20moral%20and%20character%20education.pdf
https://brightmindpublishing.com/index.php/ev/article/view/416
https://brightmindpublishing.com/index.php/ev/article/view/416
https://www.yemiosinbajo.ng/nigeria-leadership-initiative-webinar-series-themed-rebuilding-our-national-values-system-on-03-10-2020/
https://www.yemiosinbajo.ng/nigeria-leadership-initiative-webinar-series-themed-rebuilding-our-national-values-system-on-03-10-2020/
https://www.yemiosinbajo.ng/nigeria-leadership-initiative-webinar-series-themed-rebuilding-our-national-values-system-on-03-10-2020/
https://www.yemiosinbajo.ng/nigeria-leadership-initiative-webinar-series-themed-rebuilding-our-national-values-system-on-03-10-2020/
https://www.njss.org.ng/publications/vol_xxiv_2_oct_2021/repositioning_national_value_education_system_as_an_instrument_per_excellence.pdf
https://www.njss.org.ng/publications/vol_xxiv_2_oct_2021/repositioning_national_value_education_system_as_an_instrument_per_excellence.pdf
https://www.njss.org.ng/publications/vol_xxiv_2_oct_2021/repositioning_national_value_education_system_as_an_instrument_per_excellence.pdf
https://www.ajstme.com.ng/admin/img/paper/Paper%2021.pdf
https://www.ajstme.com.ng/admin/img/paper/Paper%2021.pdf
https://monoskop.org/File:Von_Bertalanffy_Ludwig_General_System_Theory_1968.pdf
https://monoskop.org/File:Von_Bertalanffy_Ludwig_General_System_Theory_1968.pdf
https://monoskop.org/File:Von_Bertalanffy_Ludwig_General_System_Theory_1968.pdf
https://sinestesia.pustaka.my.id/journal/article/view/55
https://sinestesia.pustaka.my.id/journal/article/view/55

Innovations in Pedagogy and Technology | Volume 02 | Issue 01 | March 2026

[22]

[23]

[24]

[25]

[26]

[27]

Education for All in Nigeria: Myths and Realities. Peer-
less Grace Prints and Publishing: Ibadan, Nigeria.
Sunmonu, I.S., Abershi, J.Z., Ogunode, N.J., 2022.
Problems faced by university education in Nigeria and
way forward. Central Asian Journal of Theoretical and
Applied Sciences. 3(2), 30—40.

Ogunode, N.J., Abubakar, M.M., 2022. Political influ-
ence in the administration of public university Nigeria:
Effects and way forward. International Journal of So-
cial Science, Humanity & Management Research. 1(1),
35-43. Available from: https://ijsshmr.com/v1il/5.php
Nwiyi, G.U., Ogakwu, V.N., 2024. Primary education
and value attainment in Nigeria: issues and challenges.
Academic Discourse: An International Journal. 1(1),
1-8.

Bulus, L.I., 2010. Teacher Technical Education: A road
map to achieving vision 20: 2020. Federal College of
Education (Tech.): Potiskum, Nigeria.

Adelakun, 1.S., 2021. The concept of e-learning amid
coronavirus (covid-19) pandemic in Nigeria: Issues,
benefits, challenges, and way forward. International
Journal of Education and Evaluation. 7(3), 23-33.
Available from: https://www.iiardjournals.org/
get/IJEE/VOL.%207%20N0.%203%202021/The%
20Concept%200f%20E-Learning.pdf

Ahmodu, O.L., Sofoluwe, A.O., 2018. Combating cor-
ruption in Nigerian universities through Treasury Sin-
gle Account policy. Research Journal of Business and
Economic Management. 20(20), 2-5. Available from:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327225065
Combating_corruption_in_Nigerian_Universities_thro

23

[30]

[31]

ugh Treasury Single Account policy

Premium Times, 2020. Available from: https://www.
premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/403768-nddc-v
s-national-assembly-how-an

Vanguard, 2018. Snake allegedly swallows N36 mil-
lion from JAMB office vault, Nigerians react. Available
from: https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/02/snak
e-allegedly-swallows-n36-million-jamb-office-vault
-nigerians-react

Premium Times, 2018. Available from: https://www.
premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/259430-monke
y-carted-away-n70-million-senators-farm-house-she
hu-sani

Ogunode, N.J., Ajape, T.S., Deborah, J.J., 2020. Uni-
versity education policies in Nigeria: Challenges pre-
venting the implementation and the ways forward. Ju-
rnal Sinestesia. 10(2), 66—85. Available from: https:
/Iwww .sinestesia.pustaka.my.id/journal/article/downl
0ad/54/16

Odukoya, D.D., 2021. Formulation and Implementa-
tion of Educational Policies in Nigeria. University of
Lagos: Lagos, Nigeria. Available from: https://www.
slideshare.net/slideshow/formulation-and-implement
ation-of-educational-policies-in-nigeria/2746435
Bashiru, Z.Z., Idoko, V.N., Muhammad, H.H., 2022.
Towards challenges of curriculum innovation in teach-
ing science subjects in Nigerian secondary schools.
International Journal of Innovative Social & Science
Education Research. 10(4), 40—44. Available from:
https://www.seahipublications.org/wp-content/uploa
ds/2025/02/1JISSER-D-6-2022.pdf


https://ijsshmr.com/v1i1/5.php
https://www.iiardjournals.org/get/IJEE/VOL.%207%20NO.%203%202021/The%20Concept%20of%20E-Learning.pdf
https://www.iiardjournals.org/get/IJEE/VOL.%207%20NO.%203%202021/The%20Concept%20of%20E-Learning.pdf
https://www.iiardjournals.org/get/IJEE/VOL.%207%20NO.%203%202021/The%20Concept%20of%20E-Learning.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327225065_Combating_corruption_in_Nigerian_Universities_through_Treasury_Single_Account_policy
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327225065_Combating_corruption_in_Nigerian_Universities_through_Treasury_Single_Account_policy
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327225065_Combating_corruption_in_Nigerian_Universities_through_Treasury_Single_Account_policy
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327225065_Combating_corruption_in_Nigerian_Universities_through_Treasury_Single_Account_policy
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/403768-nddc-vs-national-assembly-how-an
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/403768-nddc-vs-national-assembly-how-an
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/403768-nddc-vs-national-assembly-how-an
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/02/snake-allegedly-swallows-n36-million-jamb-office-vault-nigerians-react
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/02/snake-allegedly-swallows-n36-million-jamb-office-vault-nigerians-react
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/02/snake-allegedly-swallows-n36-million-jamb-office-vault-nigerians-react
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/259430-monkey-carted-away-n70-million-senators-farm-house-shehu-sani
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/259430-monkey-carted-away-n70-million-senators-farm-house-shehu-sani
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/259430-monkey-carted-away-n70-million-senators-farm-house-shehu-sani
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/259430-monkey-carted-away-n70-million-senators-farm-house-shehu-sani
https://www.sinestesia.pustaka.my.id/journal/article/download/54/16
https://www.sinestesia.pustaka.my.id/journal/article/download/54/16
https://www.sinestesia.pustaka.my.id/journal/article/download/54/16
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/formulation-and-implementation-of-educational-policies-in-nigeria/2746435
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/formulation-and-implementation-of-educational-policies-in-nigeria/2746435
https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/formulation-and-implementation-of-educational-policies-in-nigeria/2746435
https://www.seahipublications.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/IJISSER-D-6-2022.pdf
https://www.seahipublications.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/IJISSER-D-6-2022.pdf
https://www.seahipublications.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/IJISSER-D-6-2022.pdf

	Introduction
	Primary Education in Nigeria
	Roles of National Values in Attaining Primary Education Goals and National Integrity in Nigeria
	Operational Mechanism of Reinstatement of National Values in Primary Education in Nigeria
	Theoretical Underpinning
	Challenges of Reinstatement of National Values in Primary Education in Nigeria
	Insufficient Funds
	Inadequately Trained Teachers
	Inadequate Cooperation from Related Social Agencies
	Political and Economic Fraud
	Political Instability

	Conclusions
	Suggestions
	Research Gap




